
Thank you. Thank you for having me today. My name is State
Senator Jeff Wasserburger, and I represent Campbell and
Converse County. I have spent the last 34 years as a Campbell
County school district employee as a teacher, coach, associate
principal, athletic director and as an associate
superintendent now. I've also spent 14 years in the Wyoming
legislature, 12 in the house and 2 in the senate. Coal has
been an important domestic energy source for decades
throughout Wyoming and will continue in the years ahead. Coal
has supplied Wyoming with a tremendous amount of revenue for
many years and has been a primary source of funding for school
capital construction. Historically, the coal lease bonus funds
have supplied Wyoming with $2 billion for school construction
and federal minimum royalties have provided another $1.4
billion. Wyoming has used this revenue from coal to remodel or
build new construction in schools in all 48 districts. Every
school district in this state has benefitted as a result of
the coal lease bonus program. The moratorium on coal lease
bonus threatens the future of Wyoming's K-12 system and all of
our students. In my school district in the last ten years, we
have built eight new schools. Paintbrush Elementary, Hillcrest
Elementary, Lakeview Elementary, Prairie Wind Elementary,
Buffalo Ridge Elementary, Stocktrail Elementary, Westwood High
School, which is an alternative school for our students, and
the new Thunder Basin High School. From all of the students in
Campbell County School District to all of the hard-working
coal miners in our community, we say thank you for building
our eight new schools and for all your dedication and hard
work to make our education system the best it can be. We love
our coal miners. Last week, Wyoming legislators met in Douglas
to discuss ways to replace the coal lease bonus funds that the
moratorium has cut off. The Wyoming legislature is required by
our state constitution to provide all students with quality
schools and buildings and will have to tax our citizens to
replace the coal lease bonus funds. The moratorium on coal
leasing also decreases the amount of money that the federal
government receives in royalty payments. For the Powder River
Basin in Wyoming, which produces over 80 percent of coal
reserves on federal land, the federal government receives 40
cents on every dollar of coal sold. The question is with the
national debt of $18 trillion, you would think the federal
government would be seeking to increase revenues off of coal.



The federal coal program provides substantial revenues to the
federal and state government totaling $13.8 billion since
2013. To Wyoming in the last fiscal year, coal supplied just
over $1 billion in revenue to our state. Keeping federal coal
in the ground results in no return to the taxpayers here in
Wyoming or in Washington, D.C. Thank you.


